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WHAT IS HPV?
Human Papillomavirus (HPV) is a sexually
transmitted infection that affects the genital
area of males and females.  

The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) reports, there are more
than 100 type of HPV viruses. Some cause
warts (papillomas) to develop, while others
may lead to cancer.  
  

HOW COMMON IS 
HPV?
HPV is one of the most common sexually
transmitted diseases in the United States.
With nearly 80 million people, around 1:4 are
currently infected with HPV and 14 million
new people become infected each year. 

ALMOST 50% OF 
MEN AND 

WOMEN ARE 
INFECTED WITH 

HPV



F.A.Q. FROM PARENTS 
ABOUT HPV VACCINE

1. Is the vaccine safe?
The HPV vaccine is safe and effective. It
protects boys and girls against warts and
certain HPV cancers. 

2. If my child is not sexually
active, why does she need
HPV vaccine?
The vaccine is given as a preventive 
measure because girls who are exposed to 
HPV during adolescence can develop cancer 
as adults. The risk of developing a 
gynecologic cancer decreases if it is 
administered before the child engages in 
sexual activity. 

3. Why does my son need the
HPV vaccine?
HPV vaccination can help prevent future 
infection that can lead to other cancers in 
men. 

4. Why do they need HPV 
vaccine at such a young age?
The HPV vaccine has the best chance of 
protecting against infection if the series of 
shots is given before the person becomes 
sexually active.

SIGNS, SYMPTOMS, 
AND POTENTIAL 
HEALTH PROBLEMS
Males and females who contract the HPV
virus may develop warts (papillomas) around
the genital area. The cluster of bumps may
be raised or flat in appearance.  

Both men and women can get cancer of the
mouth/throat, and anus/rectum due to HPV
infections.  

HPV can cause cervical, vaginal, and vulvar
cancers in women; while men are at risk to
develop penile HPV cancer.  

PREVENTION.
Get Vaccinated!  
Available to boys and girls ages 9-26 but,
recommended between ages 11 and 12. 

Practice Abstinence! 
Avoiding skin-to-skin contact from sex will
prevent the spread of HPV, HIV, and other
STDs. 
  
Use Condoms! 
Using Prophylactics or Condoms may lower
the risk of HPV infection if used correctly
and consistently.  

Be an advocate for your child's health! 
Women are encouraged to get annual exams,
pap smears, and cervical cancer screenings.  

HOW DO YOU GET
HPV?
HPV is spread through skin-to-skin oral, anal,
and vaginal contact.  Even if signs are not
present, the virus can still be spread making
it harder to diagnose. 

For more information on the HPV vaccine 
contact your healthcare provider. 


